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VOLUNTEER:  According to Webster, (n) a person who undertakes some 

task or service of his own free will.  

We do need  people to step forward and make a difference.  We, each, have a skill or the energy to 

make a difference.  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE – You don’t have to “make a difference” by changing some ones 

mind, just make a difference in the color of a wall; like from a drab gray to a clean light blue, or 

wash the dust off a window sill, or sweep a hallway down. How hard does that sound?  YOU can 

do it!!!  YES that is all we’re hoping for.  

Can you guess ..This is the Volunteer Issue of Shipshape – enjoy.

But, really wouldn’t you like to be a part of the restoration project on a historical landmark (in 

your backyard) and get your recognition with a plaque on the wall – stating “I helped!”  

Just contact the S.S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. either on the Website or anyone of the 

board members listed on the back page.   If you didn’t get to help this year, please take these 

winter months and think about what you can do next summer to “Make a Difference”.  We only 

work during the week on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, and of course Saturday & Sunday with 

tours and tending the ships store.

The Captain says “I WANT YOU FOR THE CLIPPER!”  That finger is pointing at YOU.



The Clipper-Charlevoix Connection and Beyond 
By Jim Plant, President 

Recently I received an excited phone call from a long-time friend, Tim 

Achterhoff. 

He had gone to Stafford’s Weather Vane Inn in Charlevoix on the channel. He 

was surprised to see a photo of the Milwaukee Clipper coming through the channel from 

Lake Michigan into Round Lake hanging on the wall and wanted to know why the Clipper 

was going into Charlevoix.  Of course, I had to tell him the story.

During World War II, the Clipper was chartered by a Chicago Auto Club to 

take Chicago residents and their autos to northern Michigan where many had summer 

homes.  Remember, gas was rationed during the war. This was an economical way to have 

their cars on vacation. It must have seemed like having a ride on a large private yacht 

because the passenger list of over a hundred was much smaller than the usual 900 or so. 

(see page 44 in “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper: An Illustrated History”) 

The Clipper had many more interesting adventures than just steaming back 

and forth across Lake Michigan. The Clipper operated between Chicago and Milwaukee on 

weekdays during the war and had a beer garden on the auto deck because no cars were 

allowed on that trip. The normal Muskegon to Milwaukee run was only on the weekends.

After the war, the Chicago run was shut down. The powers that be, reasoned the war-

workers need some recreation and a cruise on Lake Michigan offered the needed change. 

The bunker “C” fuel oil the Clipper used was left over after gasoline was 

refined, so there was no shortage of fuel to just “run around”. During WW II, Irv 

Kupcinet, a columnist for the Chicago Sun Times, started Lake Michigan cruises for Purple 

Heart wounded veterans.  Several different ships were used over the years. Until it retired 

in 1970, the Clipper operated many of these cruises. Kups Purple Heart Cruises were then 

taken over by the Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw.  These cruises had lots of food and 

refreshments and many hostesses.

After the war, the Clipper resumed its normal Muskegon-Milwaukee run. 

Auto production was ramped up and the Clipper operated year around carrying 225 new 

cars to Milwaukee and coming east she carried new cars built in Wisconsin. Carry she did--

all furniture, partitions and even the 8 sections of the 40’x25’ dance floor were removed so 

as many cars as possible could be stuffed every where. It was joked that new cars were 

carried everywhere except the Captain’s cabin and only because the door wasn’t wide 

enough. 

Every spring to start the summer, the Clipper did a shore line cruise from 

Muskegon.  A Press Club usually sponsored that cruise.  It was a good way to check out 

that all the machinery was functioning for the new season.  Plus, it was a fun time for the 

few passengers on board. A big Party!! As you can see the Clipper was more than work. 

Many hours of fun were had, too. 



VOLUNTEER HOURS:

Year          Number of Volunteers Total Hours          

2017   35 1,504.00   

2016 67 2,854.00

2015 65 4,039.75      

2014 55                     2,992.00        

2013 41                  2,883.25   

2012 62                       4,549.25

2011 48                    2,963.75           

2010 36   4,263.75            

2009 41 4,350.75        

2008                    30 5,065.25      

2007 34                      4,534.50       

2006 39                       4,149.25           

2005 35                       3,908.00       

2004 34                       4,634.75      

2003 30                   4,033.75     

2002                 30       3,380.00

2001 53                       3,934.75      

2000 59 (incomplete) 8,924.25

72,964.75

Since last Fall, I have been compiling hours 

worked from daily check-in lists.  After many 

months, I got burned out and took some time away 

from figures, so the hours for year 2000 are 

incomplete, and 1999 & 1998 hours are not 

included in the list below.  I will finish this task, 

which makes for input next time. 

WOW!!  THINK ABOUT THIS, these hours do 

not include the hours spent in board meetings and 

negotiations with the public officials.  In the 

beginning, some of these people put in 10 & 12 

hour days, with a lot of security people involved.  

HOW ADMIRABLE!!!.

Submitted by Sandra Ferski

2017 Tour Guide Thank You

&

Tour Guests Comments

Reported by Jim Plant 

I wish everyone could experience the gratitude and appreciation that our tour guests demonstrate 

at the conclusion of each Clipper tour – choruses of “Thank you” and “Well done” ring to the 

sound of clapping hands.

Our very dedicated guides this summer were Ozetta Aaron, Steve Schillaci, Patti Zehner, Mary 

Sarle, Bob Jennings, Coke Billinghurst, Terry Judd and yours truly. Our tour guides bring the 

ship alive again. 

It takes more than guides to have successful tours.  Our gate guards are Dan Long, Ken Griffin 

and John Pietila. Ship store helpers are Sharon Long, JoAn Pietila and Marylouise Plant.  Part 

time “Soda Jerk”, Brock Johnson, is also a very enthusiastic 13 year-old tour guide in training.  

The ship store is under the control of Ray Hilt. Thank you to all the volunteers for their time and 

talents to help bring in the tourists’ dollars we so desperately need for this gigantic restoration 

project.

At the beginning of tours, guests are given a “Welcome Aboard” brochure. At the end of the tour 

we ask our guests to fill out a questionnaire, “How was your visit?” Some of the comments 

include: “awesome, excellent, a walk down history lane, wonderful experience, fun, hope you 

receive funds to restore her to original condition, very interesting, love this boat thanks for 

making it available to everyone, we all learned so much, great tour”. The comments tell us that 

our efforts are very worth-while.  

Please, come join us in 2018



ARTICLE FROM RAY HILT

• It is hard to believe that the calendar is telling us that it is October already!  The ship is 

being winterized, the Carl Bradley, City of Muskegon, Clipper, Juniata and Grand Rapids 

models are all tucked into the Alabama Room where they will be climate controlled and snug for another 

winter. Plans are underway for the museums for the coming year, and hopefully the Aquarama display will 

be finished.

•One problem centers around the huge half model of the Clipper that takes up a whole wall in the 

main museum/ships store. It cannot be put in the hallway as originally planned, due to fire regulations 

regarding hallways. It is going to have to be on an inside wall, and we are currently working on this. We 

also do not have a model of the Aquarama to go in the display.

•A couple years ago Capt. Regan's daughters donated items for use on the ship, including a picture of 

Capt. Regan and the last flag flown off the Clipper on it's last crossing. We will have a display of pictures 

of the Clipper captains and this flag along with other items of interest for next summer. We have a couple 

empty showcases we will be filling with artifacts and pictures not seen before.

•The display of the large model of the City of Muskegon sidewheel steamer on loan to us from the City of 

Norton Shores proved to be a great attraction, and as the summer progressed I was able to find more 

pictures of the wreck itself as well as other pictures of the ship here in Muskegon Lake. I am still looking 

for more artifacts from the wreck.

•An addition to our Alabama display was some rivets from the hull when it was being dismantled in 2006. 

A few more pictures of the Alabama have shown up and will be added to the collection.

•Speaking of the Alabama, the Hilt display at Tempting Tables, this year's breast cancer fundraiser, is our 

little 1910 Maxwell Briscoe runabout with a pretty little lady at the wheel, down at the Goodrich Dock to 

see the Alabama come into Muskegon on her maiden voyage on June 29, 1910. The Alabama docked 

stern in at the Goodrich Dock in downtown Muskegon, now known as The Mart Dock, and she docked 

exactly where the LST sits today. We hope you will all come down to the Holiday Inn October 19-21 to 

support this very worthwhile cause.

Best wishes to you all for a most pleasant fall season and Thanksgiving.

Ray Hilt

Museum Curator
S.S. Milwaukee Clipper

GET WELL WISHES

Well, I heard that Tom Bell had a slight stroke some time this summer, which put a 

curb in his ability to work on the ship.  That probably hurt him more than the idea 

of a stroke.  But I understand he recovered quite well.   Oh, and Marylouise Plant, 

was working now and again in the ship store, so she too, has come a long way 

since last issue.  And JoAn Pietila, she is doing much better.



RESTORATION AND REMEMBRANCE!

It’s that time of the year for another start of a Fall lay-up of the Clipper at the end 

of the season, which turned out to be a great season for the ship.

We started out with another successful auction, with the Mackinaw Bridge Package 

receiving the best top dollar ever.  Of course, Tim Fitzimons’ great auctioning made 

it happen.

Sorry to report the passing of Captain James VanDongen recently.  Jim was the son of Captain Barney 

VanDongen.  Although Jim never actually worked on the Clipper, he played hooky from school at times 

aboard the Clipper as Barney was the Captain for many years and what I’m getting to is Jim liked to build ship 

models of many of the vessels he worked on and we are hoping to get that collection board the Clipper, to add 

to the great shipboard collection that Ray Hilt has been able to display in the museum areas.  He and Bill 

Thurlow have gotten the Alabama room in great shape and this years’ addition of the “Steamer City of 

Muskegon”, is another great attraction.  Our thanks to the people of Norton Shores.

The Sports deck and stairs up to the top deck have been gone over and are in much better shape.  Almost all of 

the old galley up there has been removed, along with the galley deck work which will clear up a lot of deck 

space.  The forward Club Lounge deck area has been worked over and is in much better shape.  Work 

continues on the Main Stack depending on the weather conditions. 

Of course, once again topping off the season was the Krista Lonergan/Hittle wedding, also held up on the top 

Sun Deck.  With no rain, great sunshine, very little wind, all made for a perfect wedding setting.  As I have 

said before, Captains may be prone to brag about having sailed the biggest, best, newest or fastest ship, etc. I 

don’t recall of ever hearing any fellow Captains, boasting about their shipboard marriages of their own 

granddaughters.  So it certainly has been the highlight of my entire Maritime career. (76 years and counting)  

The ship’s whistle was carefully put back in working condition, thanks to Krista’s father, Chuck and Randy 

Varney. It announced the ceremony to the whole Muskegon community.

Once again for the current Volunteers Appreciation Dinner, it will be at Tatra Hall on October 12th, at 

6pm social, 6:30 dinner (Sherman Blvd & Sixth St.), and the Annual Christmas Party at McGraft Park 

Pavilion on Thursday December 28th starts at 5pm.  See you all there!

…………….Smooth Sailing

Captain Bob Priefer

P.S.  What about Charlie Nobel.  Has anyone seen him around the ship??

See, there’s that finger pointing right at you.

Every time I went aboard ship this summer, I would always run into Bill Thurlow and Rick Lacy; the Captain 

has a never ending list of “new” projects that need their expertise!  Of course the Captain is always there making 

sure priorities are in line, and making noise somewhere, pulling a chain or hosing off a deck, anything to make 

noise.  Also Rick Wilson is usually clad in welding gear and Eugene Holland either has a paint brush in his hand 

or he’s pushing a vacuum.   Also, Sam Ricco and Tom Zehner painting & fixing something.

Each one doing their best to keep the restoration going forward and at the same time “beautifying” the ship so 

she is ready for those admiring eyes of the tour groups.  Dave Card thought all that stuff looked like fun, so he 

joined the hard core crew this summer.  Welcome aboard Dave!  I don’t believe that Ray Hilt or Jim Plant missed 

many days either.  I know Ray worked in the museums a lot and Jim had a crew of Tour Guides each weekend.  

Such dedication isn’t easy to find.  

Comments by Sandy Ferski



** WANT AD **

ITEMS NEEDED

* Pontoon Boat

* Welder

* Electric Sanders

* VOLUNTEERS

* Portable Band Saw

* Electric Hand Grinders 

* 5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor

w/hoses & hammers

* Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!

All shapes,  ages & genders !

Thank you - Blarney Castle Oil Co.

for the drums to provide proper 

handling of the restoration waste 

products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

MEMORIAL CORNER

We have some very loyal “Friends of the Clipper”.  They 

show their love through donations in memory of,  or just 

to honor a loved one:   Here is a listing of some we’ve 

received since the last newsletter.  

*Happy Birthday to Captain  Bob Priefer, from Beverly 

Priefer.  

BIG “95”

If you would like to recognize someone – just send your 

donation and our Treasurer will forward your 

information to me for publication.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper –A National Historic Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 

deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper

Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly newsletter

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity Working on the newsletter

Maintenance Museum/Gift Shop Restoration work

Security at the Clipper Other ________________       Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to: S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370

Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR

Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com 

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 for 

the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on-board 

Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!         Thank you for your support!

Use the form below  to order your copy of “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper, An Illustrated History”
………………………………………………………Cut along this line…………….…………………………………………………
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